Peritoneal dialysis--experiences.
Peritoneal dialysis is the method of treatment of terminal-stage chronic kidney failure. Nowadays, this method is complementary to haemodialysis. It is based on the principles of the diffusion of solutes and ultrafiltration of fluids across the peritoneal membrane, which acts as a filter. The dialysate is introduced into the peritoneum via the previously positioned peritoneal catheter. The peritoneal dialysis is carried out on daily basis, at home by the patient, and the "exchange" is repeated 4-5 times during the 24 hours. The first steps in peritoneal dialysis at the Department for Haemodialysis of the Clinical Centre of Vojvodina date back to 1973. Until 1992, the patients were subjected to this program only sporadically. Since 1998 the peritoneal dialysis method has been performed at the Clinic for Nephrology and Clinical Immunology. In the period 1998-2008 ninety nine peritoneal catheters were placed. Chronic glomerulonephritis, nephroangiosclerosis and diabetes were identified as the most common causes of chronic renal failure. Two methods of catheter placement were applied: the standard open surgery method (majority of patients) and laparoscopy. Most of the patients were subjected to continuous ambulatory peritoneal dialysis, whereas four patients received automatic dialysis. Transplantation was performed in 10 patients, i.e. cadaveric transplantation and living-related donor transplantation, each in 5 patients. Peritoneal dialysis was available as a service outside our institution as well. A ten-year experience in peritoneal dialysis gained at our Centre has proved the advantages and qualities of this method, strongly supporting its wider application in the treatment of terminal-stage chronic kidney failure.